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The Famous Snake Park at Port Elizabeth: One « 


PAINTED SPECIALLY FOR ‘“ THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON 


v 


7 ® a 
th 
z 





q 








WITH A FESTOON OF COILING SERPENTS IN EACH HAND: JOHANNES, THEIR BASUTO KEEPER, II 


The Snake Park at Port Elizabeth is quite one of the most interesting institutions in South Africa. It houses many species of snakes, from the smallest and 
most venomous to the large and sluggish python. The able Director of this Museum and Snake Park, Mr. F. W. Fitzsimons, has conducted some very 
notable research into the effects of snake bites and their cures. He has also succeeded in applying snake venom for the cure of certain diseases, and, 
during the last visit of the British Association to South Africa he delivered an interesting paper on these subjects. His new book, ‘“ Pythons and Their 
Ways ’’ (Harrap), which gives an entertaining account of life at the Snake Park, was reviewed in our pages a few weeks ago. The snakes in the Park 
are housed in a protected area considerably below ground level, flanked by a three-foot moat and straight walls which prevent the reptiles from escaping. 
In this enclosure they have ample room for free movement and the indulgence of their ordinary habits. They are cared for in every detail, and the Snake 
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of the Most Fascinating Sights in South 
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IN THE PORT ELIZABETH SNAKE PARK, WHERE VALUABLE RESEARCH WORK HAS BEEN DONE. 


Park attendant, Johannes, is probably unrivalled in his job. The ordinary beholder, with his natural horror of snakes, watches Johannes in his apparently 
careless and assured handling of these creatures with a sort of fascinated horror, particularly when he permits the reptiles to festoon themselves around his 
arms and body. For all its picturesque side, the Snake Park has serious scientific uses. So far as the public is concerned, the reptiles can be viewed with 
complete safety, and the Park is one of the interests of Port Elizabeth which no visitor to this city should miss. The only other Snake and Reptile Park 
comparable with that of Port Elizabeth is the equally famous one at Sao Paulo, in Brazil. The presence of the Snake Park in Port Elizabeth may suggest to 
the reader in Europe that South Africa is a land teeming with snakes and reptiles, but this is quite misleading..Most species of the reptilian world can be 
found in South Africa, but, with the rapid growth of urban arzas and communications, the snake is a comparative rarity in the settled parts of this Dominion. 
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DRINK BETTER 
CHOCOLATE 


Here isanew kind of drinking chocolate 
— Cadbury's ‘Cup’ Chocolate. When 
occasion demands it can be prepared 
in an instant. Simply by shaking the soft 


flakes straight into a cup of boiling hot 
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lid. per 2lb. tin; 1/9d. per Ib. 





